THE ROUTE IN BEING              39

height was obtained to fly east or west. Another
landing ground was made at a place called Tel-a-rad,
half-way between El Lisan and Beersheba. At Beer-
sheba itself there was quite a good landing ground
that was used during the War, The El Lisan-Beersheba
route was called the "Southern Route" and was much
preferred to the older route.

During 1926 another alteration took place in No. 70
Squadron's aircraft, which were changed to Vickers
Victorias. The Victoria, while having the same engines
as the Vernon, was a larger and more modern aeroplane;
and its generous wingspread enabled it to cruise along
through the rarefied air more easily than the Vernon.
It moreover carried nearly double the "useful load."1
No. 70 Squadron ran the Mail for the remainder of 1926
with Victorias, which were also given to No. 216
Squadron in place of their Vimys towards the end of
the year.

The Royal Air Force had inaugurated the Cairo-
Baghdad Air Mail and had run it for five and a half
years. It must be remembered that when the service
started comparatively little was known about long-distance
flying in a hot climate. The design of aircraft had not
been adapted to some of the special difficulties en-
countered, which only time and experience could bring
to light. The men in the air and those who were
responsible for the ground organization had to do
the work and learn the job at the same time. One
of the reasons for the creation of the route was that it
would serve as an excellent means of investigating the

1 That portion of the load not concerned with the operation of the
aeroplane. For instance, a passenger or a mail bag is part of the useful
load, whereas a member of the crew, or the petrol in the tanks is not.